
Shaping The Future: Sun City Volunteers at the Boys & 
Girls Club

S
un City volunteers are making a difference in the lives of Bluffton youth through their support of the 
Boys & Girls Club of Bluffton (BGC). Throughout the year, in after-school and summer programs, 40 to 
50 volunteers from Sun City share their talents and time with children from 6 to 18 years old. Residents 
participate in a variety of programs, such as Passport to Manhood, Smart Girls, Homework Hour, Paws for 
Reading, Garden Club, Quilt Club, literacy, art, canteen, music and video, and photography. The goal is 

helping children to learn, play and develop into good citizens.
Resident Joyce Calabrese, a former teacher, likes the interaction with children in the art room. She lends her 

talents by assisting the full-time art supervisor in various projects and encourages the children to be creative. 
Bebe Fasbender, also a retired teacher, just likes to be with children in the literacy program where students 
develop their reading skills. 

With time to share, Roger Gjone eagerly uses his engineering background to help improve math skills for 
those students who need to achieve passing grades. Additionally, he has recruited a team of other neighbors to 
focus on homework subjects such as algebra and geometry. Meanwhile, Ethele Brown serves in a very special 
role as Mrs. Santa Claus at the holiday party. In day-to-day operations, Ethele is found in the canteen, serving 
hungry children their after-school snack.

Paws for Reading is a novel way for Sun City residents to help children gain confidence in themselves and 
with others. Currently, five Sun City residents and their dogs participate, encouraging children to read aloud to a 
dog and to their peers. Resident volunteer John Handfield says at first some have difficulty pronouncing words, 
but after a few sessions of reading to his dog they show great improvement. Marianne Kearns and her Samoyed, 
Echo, are regulars. As Echo reaches the door, his tail wags to indicate he’s ready to interact with the children. One 
child reads while the others pet or lie down with Echo. Irene Randall and her black lab, Beau, are a favorite pair in 
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Resident and former teacher Joyce Calabrese 

volunteers in the art room at the Boys & Girls Club. 
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the summer reading program. With his calm personality, Beau is 
an eager listener for the first and second 
graders. The children not only have a 
reading companion but also a pet for an 
hour. It’s an opportunity for children to 
gain greater confidence around animals, 
knowing their new canine friend is always 
there to listen to a story.

In addition to learning skills, Sun City 
residents help pre-teens and teens with 
the transition years, growing into young 
adults. Al Couper oversees Passport to 
Manhood, where he and six other mentors 
have weekly meetings with boys ages 11 
to 17 during the school year. This required 
activity for club members discusses several 
subjects critical to youth development: 
values, getting along with authorities, 
substance abuse, personal wellness, gangs, 
fatherhood and family, self-esteem, employment 
and careers, and bullying and leadership. 

Smart Girls is a parallel program for girls, where 
five Sun City women discuss and guide young 
girls through their teen years. Designed for girls 
8-18, it comprises focused programs for specific 
age groups that provide a solid foundation for 
building healthy attitudes and lifestyles. Residents 
mentoring these girls are Michele Cicciabaudo, 
Pam Emmons, Rosiaro Garcia, Michelle Ross, 
Margaret Russo, Tena Thompson and Lillian 
Vaughn. They ensure that the girls get correct 
information and sufficient support during these 
very important growth years.

Resident Nancy Bryant, a Master Gardener, 
mentors children in the garden program. Children 
grow fruits and vegetables from seed, learning to 
monitor the effects of rain, sun and temperature 
as the plants grow. In addition to traditional “dirt” 
gardening, there is also a Tower Garden where 

everything is grown hydroponically. This learning 
experience yields strawberries, blackberries, peas, 
beans, grapes, potatoes and onions, just to name a 
few items. The produce is either donated or taken 
home by the children, who benefit in the farm-to-
market experience. 

Sun City clubs also contribute their talents. For 
example, the Tennis Association hosts a Boys & Girls 
Club Day in Sun City every summer. In addition 
to improving their tennis skills and having a pizza 
party in the Pavilion, the children visit with other 
Sun City organizations, including All About Art, the 
Bocce Club, the Pickleball Club, the Photography 
Club, Sun City TV, the Table Tennis Club and the 
Woodworkers & Modelmakers Guild. The children 
have also spent time at Lake Somerset, operating 
model yachts and RC boats, and exploring the 
Hummingbird and Butterfly Garden. 

These ongoing relationships have served the 
children of the Boys & Girls Club well and provided 

opportunities for residents to share their own life experiences and 
skills, giving back to future generations. 

Sun City resident Ethele Brown volunteers in the canteen serving children snacks after school.

Irene Randall and her black lab, Beau, participate in the Paws for Reading program.

Resident volunteers Roger Gjone and Ray Hawkins use their skills to help students achieve passing grades.
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